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given me a representation of the figure and manner of DICTIONARY JOHNSON ! as he was then generally called1 ; and during my first visit to London, which was for three months in 1760, Mr. Derrick the poet2, who was Gentleman's friend and countryman, flattered me with hopes that he would introduce me to Johnson, an honour of which I was very ambitious. But he never found an opportunity; which made me doubt that he had promised to do what was not in his power; till Johnson some years afterwards told me, ' Derrick, Sir, might very well have introduced you. I had a kindness for Derrick, and am sorry he is dead.'
In the summer of 1761 Mr. Thomas Sheridan was at Edinburgh, and delivered lectures upon the English Language and Publick Speaking to large and respectable audiences. I was often in his company, and heard him frequently expatiate upon Johnson's extraordinary knowledge, talents, and virtues, repeat his pointed sayings, describe his particularities, and boast of his being his guest sometimes till two or three in the morning. At his house I hoped to have many opportunities of seeing the sage, as Mr. Sheridan obligingly assured me I should not be disappointed.
When I returned to London in the. end of 1763, to my surprise and regret I found an irreconcileablc 'difference had taken place between Johnson and Sheridan. 'A.:pension of two hundred pounds a year had been given to Sheridan. Johnson, who, as has been already mentioned, thought slightingly of Sheridan's
added,  'my externals have so un-    DICTIONARY JOHNSON,   from  that
favourable   an   appearance   that   I     wonderful achievement of genius and
cannot   produce   myself with   any     labour, his Dictionary oftlie English
comfort or hope of success.1   Garrick     Language;   the  merit  of  which   I
sent him five guineas.    He had been     contemplate  with  more  and more
a Major in the army, an actor, and     admiration.      BOSWELL,      In    like
dramatic author.   ' For the last seven     manner we have 'Hermes Harris,'
years of his life he struggled under     ' Pliny    Melmoth,1     ' Demosthenes
sickness  and  want  to a degree  of     Taylor,' 'Persian Jones,' 'Abyssinian
uncommon misery.'    Cent, Mag. for     Bruce,'  ' Microscope   Baker,'  ' Leo-
1784, p. 959.                                          nidas Glover,' ' Hesiod Cooke,' and
1 As great men of antiquity such     ' Corsica Boswell.'
as Scipio Africanus had an epithet        " See ante, p. 124.    He introduced
added to their names, in consequence     Boswell   to  Davies,  who   was  'the
of some  celebrated  action,   so  my     immediate introducer.'    Post, under
illustrious friend   was   often   called     June 18, 1783, note.
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